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UVEAL TRACT DISEASES

[VOL. xa
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Involvement of the macula results in posterior staphyloma, in degenera-
tion with pigmentary disturbance, in haemorrhage, or in atrophy (see
Plate XII, G). Vision becomes progressively or suddenly worse and more
difficult to restore with glasses. Retinal degeneration (see Vol. X, p. 630)
commonly co-exists. Drops of solution of adrenaline hydrochloride
1 in 10,000 to 1 in 6,000 twice a day may help to check the progress of
the condition.

Degenerations Degenerations of the lamina vitrea produce clearly defined yellowish
patches of varied shape and size distributed in the posterior pole and
around the disk. They are of uncertain, though possibly indirectly of
vascular, origin, and do not require any treatment. Colloid bodies
(Drusen) may be seen around the disk as yellow bud-like spherical
excrescences of the lamina vitrea. Tay's choroiditis appears as minute,
dull-yellow, punctate thickenings at the posterior pole and occur in
the aged. Doyne's honeycomb choroiditis consists of yellowish-grey
rounded or hexagonal areas with intervening streaks of pigmentation,
is macular in distribution, and familial in incidence.

Sclerosis of the choroidal vessels in the macular area produces an
appearance of thick grey streaks accompanied by dusty pigmentation
at the posterior pole. The condition is often associated with retinitis
circinata (see Vol. X., p. 631) which may also be in part choroidal in
origin. Hole at the macula may follow thrombosis; in the first stages
a ring of oedema and haemorrhage surrounds the fovea. These undergo
absorption and leave a clear punched-out hole with some surround-
ing pigmentary disturbance. Arteriosclerosis of retinal and choroidal
vessels is constantly present.

Defective choroidal circulation in the intermediate and peripheral
zones is found in retinitis pigmentosa (see Vol. X, p. 626) and is held
to be a contributory factor, though the essential lesion appears to be
retinal. Concentrates of vitamin A given sufficiently early may be of
value as a preventive.

Choroideraemia is a condition of acute atrophy of the choroid
occurring in middle age and rapidly involving the whole choroid except
the macular area. The condition is of unknown origin but appears to
be an essential capillary atrophy. A familial incidence has been recorded.
Treatment is ineffective.
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